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[bookmark: _GoBack]SUSTAINABILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAC) 
Meeting Minutes: Tuesday, October 25, 2016

Attending: Joe Coffey, Scott Kellogg, Ewa Sobczynska (Co-Secretary), Frank Zeoli, Kevin Luteran, Jill Kasow (Chair), Peter Sheehan (Co-Chair), Bill Trudeau, Sandy Misiewicz

Absent: Randy Milano, Jennifer Viggiani, Peter Fleischer, Lori Quillen (Co-Secretary), and Chris Spencer

Observer: Adriana Bier, Mary Millius


1. Regular Business
a. Jill Kasow called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. There was a short discussion about the notes taken during the June 23rd meeting where no quorum was reached; no comments were provided. Adoption of April 28, 2016 meeting minutes was postponed to the next meeting when Lori Quillen will provide the final copy. 
b. Public Comment Period. No members of public were present
c. Communications to the SAC- Ewa Sobczynska reported there was no communication to the SAC in the period of June-October. Ewa Sobczynska also double checked with Mary Millius whether she is receiving communication through the official SAC e-mail. Mary offered to follow up with the IT department to ensure that the official SAC e-mail is automatically forwarded to both Co-Secretaries. 
d. MOE&S Activities Update – Mary Millius from the Planning Department introduced herself to the SAC. She will be continuing MOE&S work, along with Kevin while the Planning Department is looking to fill the vacancies for Senior Planners and Planner (one of these positions would likely continue full-time with MOE&S; currently the Department is reviewing different options and recommendations). 
i. Kevin Luteran provided updated on the initiatives related to energy reduction, including LED retrofits throughout the City (initiated in City parks, City buildings, considering bulk procurement of LED lights); NY Energy Manager program, which is tracking energy consumption in each of the City’s 200+ accounts to verify energy savings. He is also preparing a grant proposals under Clean Energy Communities that would help fund future energy efficiency projects. Wendell Energy is conducting a feasibility study regarding the street light purchase from National Grid.
ii. Mary Millius gave an update on the Fall 2016 bike count (likely no major increase in bikers but not all forms have been turned in). ReZone draft document is for review with the Common Council and might be adopted by the end of the year. CDTA announced that it is moving ahead with the bike share program in the three cities and is evaluating proposals from the potential vendors; the program will be launched in 2017.
2. Recommendations for presentations for upcoming meetings
a. Implementation of Complete Streets Manual (MOE&S)
b. Update on South End Bikeway project (design and implementation) (MOE&S)
c. Update on the potential forest management project between the Water Department and the Nature Conservancy in the Alcove Reservoir (Spring 2017)
d. Update on green infrastructure projects (completed and under construction) and looking at quantifying impacts (Water Department)
e. Update on Micro-grid/solar project in the Sheridan Hallow once installation starts in the Spring 2017 (Spring/Summer 2017) (Energy SC)
f. Introduction of Solarize Albany (Winter 2016)
g. Tivoli Lake Preserve – update on the invasive species management/conservation program (after the Summer of 2017)
h. Recycling Truck Pilot Program (as data becomes available)
3. Chair/Vice Chair/Secretaries vote: Jill Kasow and Pete Sheehan were put forward for the positions of Chair and Vice-Chair respectively; Ewa Sobczynska and Lori Quillen for Co-Secretaries. All voting SAC members voted in favor. 
4. Commissioner updates
a. Water Department has been dealing with the sinkhole issue all summer. Joe Coffey also discussed the longer-term water levels issues at the Alcove Reservoir (with no additional rain). Pete Sheehan inquired about water quality and THM levels given the experience of Delmar (they are in a normal range for Albany).
b. (Traffic Control) Bill Trudeau provided updates
i. On the Madison Road Diet project – Phase I completed with Phase II currently accepting proposals and for implementation in the Summer of 2017
ii. Washington Ave – Western traffic signal (all new signals, coordinated)
iii. Bike lanes were added around Northern Blvd (around middle school), going towards Shaker Road
iv. Other changes to Shaker Rd (reduction in lanes)
v. Retrofit for LED lights at 120 intersections (flat rate services to metered services – started converting); 130 intersections by end of the next year; billing issues to be resolved 
vi. Looking at issue of idling at traffic signals along Hackett Blvd
vii. Impact of Complete Streets Manual – will be dependent on budget
c. (DGS/Recycling) Frank Zeolli
i. Recycling Pilot program – we are looking for a full expansion in the Spring 2017. Currently looking at the data coming from the truck. Important to continue educating residents about the program and the new container bins. 
ii. Shredding event on Oct 15 broke last year record with over 400 people, a little over 11 tons collected (4 tons in paper shredding), a lot of books, cardboard boxes
iii. Hazardous water drop-off – we’re done for the year ($100,000 is the budget for the year, paid in half by DEC)
5. Committee updates
a. Energy (Pete)
i. Will review and provide recommendation on the Windell Energy report on street lights 
ii. Still looking for zero net buildings (as a model) – existing residence, that would be retrofitted, there are some interested parties
iii. Sheridan Hollow installation of micro-grid/solar – beginning in the Spring/Summer 2017 (will also have charging stations for EV); insulation upgrades for a number of houses
iv. Anti-idling legislation – working on an insert for inside the Water Bill; focus on education; Water Department currently has GPS for its vehicles, DGS is also starting that
v. High School – continue in January 2017 with focus on energy efficiency, but expand to job opportunities in green economy/renewables (Winter/Spring)
b. Transport (Sandy)
i. Last meeting in August, with interest from new members and opportunity to brainstorm; November meeting to follow
ii. Planning to focus on education and Capital Roots, doing some campaigns, bicycle demonstration project; also linking with pedestrian projects
iii. Traffic Safety mini planning program (City of Albany has not applied in the past, so for the future)
c. Urban Agriculture (Scott)
i. Meeting took place with Vivien Kornegey (Common Council member) – reintroducing chicken legislation legalization; draft legislation (prepared with MOE&S) has been shared
ii. Henry Splitoff- from the Dept of Health has been contacted regarding soil contamination guidelines referenced in ReZone documents, objective is to have them be consistent with the NY state guidelines
iii. Other meetings ongoing regarding environmental justice issues in South End 
d. Outreach (Ewa on Lori’s behalf)
i. Social media updates continue via Facebook (Sustainable Albany)
ii. Neighborhood Association outreach to continue in 2016-17
iii. Proposal to work with MOE&S/City of Albany to gather already available data, discussed with Kate Lawrence before her departure, to design a baseline Community Scorecard on Sustainability. Kevin Luteran expressed interest in working with the SC on this issue. 
e. Water –
i. New Chair is needed for the SC

6. Discussion of Built Environment Committee 
a. With the departure of Shadi Khadivi from the SAC, there’s a need for a new Chair for the SC (must be SAC member); this person would also continue being the link between the ReZone process, SAC and residents
7. Appointments to SAC
a. Ewa Sobczynska reminded members that 2 new appointments are still pending (one from Common Council and one from the Mayor’s Office). These should be filled 
8. Annual Report
a. Jill Kasow is drafting a short summary report to be shared shortly with SAC members. She will reach out to the SC Chairs, as needed, for more information. 
b. Ewa Sobczynska proposed that all SC Chairs review the last year’s SAC recommendations (Appendix 3), to be discussed at the December 13th meeting. It was suggested that the new report would update the recommendations and provide a revised matrix of priorities. 





Ewa Sobczynska
November 8, 2016
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