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[bookmark: _GoBack]SUSTAINABILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAC) 
Meeting Notes[footnoteRef:1]: Thursday, June 23, 2016 [1:  Because no quorum was reached to hold an official SAC meeting, the attached notes are summary of the meeting, rather than official minutes to be adopted. ] 


Attending: Joe Coffey, Scott Kellogg, Kate Lawrence (non-voting member), Lori Quillen (Co-Secretary; Acted as Meeting’s Chair), Ewa Sobczynska (Co-Secretary), Chris Spencer, Frank Zeoli, Shadi Khadivi

Absent: Sandy Misiewicz, Randy Milano, Bill Trudeau, Jennifer Vigiani, Peter Fleischer, Jillian Kasow (Chair), Pete Sheehan (Vice-Chair), and Kevin Luteran

1. Regular Business
a. Lori Quillen called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. There was a discussion about the quorum not being reached, given that only 7 SAC member were present (8 needed to reach quorum). Decision was made to take notes but no official meeting minutes. Adoption of April 28, 2016 meeting minutes was postponed to the next meeting. 
2. Working with Albany Public Schools on recycling – Frank Zeolli 
a. Mentioned ongoing challenges working with APS on the issue of recycling. In the past, there had been a program to work with APS; the Department is exploring ways to re-incorporate this into school’s curriculums. Frank indicated that the Department reaches out to principals regularly, at the beginning of school year. Some teachers incorporate programming into their classrooms, but it’s not consistent. In the past, the Department also sponsored the Music Mobile, which featured songs/music about recycling (and the Magic of Recycling model). The Capital Region Recycling website also has links specifically geared for schools and children. 
b. SAC members discussed how we could continue encouraging all APS to recycle and whether there was a venue for engagement with APS administrators and others on sustainability issues. Ewa Sobczynska mentioned the Energy Subcommittee’s outreach that they hope to expand in the fall (June 10th presentation to Albany Public High School students on energy efficiency basics and hands-on lab work with model solar cells, a fuel cell and wind turbine). Chris Spencer also mentioned the Planning Department’s program with West Hill/West End public school, where they undertook a planning exercise and school administrators were very responsive. 
3. Update from MOES (Kate Lawrence)
a. Complete Streets Design Manual public outreach meeting to take place on June 28th. Consultants will give an overview of guidebook. There will be a 30-day window for public comments. The Manual is available on Albany 2030 website. Next steps: to be adopted by the Common Council. It will help guide future road projects, renovations, provide guidelines, etc. SAC members asked how the Manual be used by the Departments and what types of projects will be implemented. Response: These will be general guidelines, limited by budgetary constraints. Public could also use it as an accountability tool/guideline to assess what the City is doing/implementing. 
b. Multi-use Path (South End) Linkway – Consultants are trying to narrow down the design after the recent public meeting in April.
c. Street Lights Study – Awaiting data from National Grid.
d. The City/MOES is providing comments on the new street light tariff proposal (how they will allow the rates to change). This is done by municipalities and demanded by legislation passed by NY State from National Grid, for their territories, Public Service Commission (electricity, pole, conduit). 
e. Tivoli – Parking lot was resurfaced; MOES is working on trail contract; invasive species management is being coordinated by the Water Department (Amy Walsh). Gary Kleppel (SUNY) has a contract to bring in sheep in targeted areas (grazing for invasive management). This is part of Tivoli Visioning Plan – funding available for invasive species management. MOES is working on partnership with Capital Roots (there are vegetable gardens in Tivoli). 
f. Municipal inventory for GHG – MOES is trying to understand how to conduct such an inventory to report on City’s commitment (also for Compact of Mayor’s commitment). This would build on the 2010 inventory that was undertaken as part of the larger regional plan. SAC members had questions whether there were protocols for running such an inventory. 
4. SAC meetings – Kate will send out dates for next year. Joe Coffey advocated for regular meetings, as meeting frequency is important. 
5. SAC positions: There is an open (outstanding Common Council appointee) position. Members whose terms are up should inform MOES and the Chair whether they are interested in being reappointed. Shadi Khadivi will not be serving another term. Her position will need to be filled.
6. Joe Coffey, Water Commissioner update: Alcove Forest project with Nature Conservancy will start in October.  Green water infrastructure project in Woodlawn Park will be launched soon; it aims to reduce flooding in Pine Hills on Hansen and Ryckman Alleys and reduce the chance of polluted water discharging into the Hudson River. Green infrastructure project was also completed on Swan Street. Lori Quillen mentioned the concerns of Pine Hill Neighborhood Association members about the impermeable surfaces in the neighborhood (expansion of parking lots/surfaces undertaken by the City). Joe Coffey mentioned that GHG emissions from idling of vehicles is something the Water Board really needs to work on; currently, the Board is trying to track the fleet through GPS and ensure compliance with anti-idling rules and regulations. 
7. Chris Spencer (Planning Department): ReZone project timeline continues on target.
8. Frank Zeolli (DGS): Communications to residents that will be part of the automated recycling pilot are going out; there is a new website to be launched- http://www.albanynyrecycles.com/ (with lots of information about what can be recycled, with examples, targeted at residents). Pilot program will also be highlighted there. Training for DGS staff operating the truck is underway. There will be a press conference and increased outreach closer to the launch date (July). The longer-term objective is to see if efficiencies can be found (cost, labor, etc.) and if the pilot can be expanded to other streets (there are constraints in terms of width). 
9. Shadi Khadivi (Built Environment Sub-Committee): The "CLG" Certified Local Government grant, written and put forward by the Sub-Committee, to create the brochure regarding upgrades for historic building and how to improve their energy efficiency, was awarded to the City. The Sub-Committee will work closely with City staff (Department of Planning) and Historic Preservation Foundation will also be involved. The work will involve creating content and graphic design.  










Ewa Sobczynska
October 20, 2016
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