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[bookmark: _GoBack]SUSTAINABILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAC) 
Meeting Minutes: Thursday, February 25, 2016

Attending: Joe Coffey, Peter Fleischer, Jillian Kasow (Chair), Scott Kellogg, Shadi Khadivi, Kate Lawrence, Lori Quillen (Co-Secretary), Pete Sheehan (Vice-Chair), Ewa Sobczynska (Co-Secretary), Chris Spencer, and Jennifer Viggiani

Absent: Sandy Misiewicz, Kevin Luteran, Randy Milano, Bill Trudeau, Frank Zeoli

1. Regular Business
a. Jillian Kasow called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
b. A motion was made to adopt the December 8, 2015 meeting minutes. Motion was made by Jillian Kasow and seconded by Peter Sheehan and Ewa Sobczynska. The motion carried. 
2. Presentation on Earth Day Expo and Bike Parade, April 17, 2016 (Tina Lieberman of Sierra Club and Diana Wright/Carol Tansey of People of Albany United for Safe Energy). Ms. Lieberman provided a background for the event: Sierra Club and Albany Bicycle Coalition are joining forces to prepare this event around the Earth Day. She outlined the theme, Sustainable Cities, with three major areas: Energy, Transportation and Waste Reduction. She emphasized that the goal of the Expo is to provide participants with hands-on tools to make their life more sustainable. Expo will feature educational and participatory exhibits (solar, composting, electronic vehicle show and parade, etc.) with key local actors (Solarize Albany, NYSERDA, DEC, Capital Roots, DGS/recycling, etc.). It will also feature Speaker’s corner in the Playhouse. Facebook event page will be created.
a. Ms. Lieberman invited SAC to participate both as a co-sponsor of the event and in the speaker’s corner. 
b. Joe Coffey inquired whether there were exhibits related to water and suggested that the Water Board could participate and highlight their sustainability initiatives.
c. Ewa Sobczynska motioned to have the SAC join as a co-sponsor of the event. All SAC members present seconded. 
d. Jill Kasow requested that the Outreach Sub-Committee takes the lead on filling out the sponsorship form and any other communication to the SAC.
3. Public comment period: There were no public comments.
4. Communications to the SAC: Lori Quillen informed SAC that there was communication from EXPO organizers re: SAC sponsorship of the event. In addition, there was outreach from DEC re: a movie on invasive species to be potentially presented at the Madison in July, as part of the Environmental Movies series SAC has been sponsoring. 
5. MOE&S activities update by Kate Lawrence
a. Project Advisory Committee review of Complete Streets is planned in late March
b. Feasibility study of the Albany County Helderberg Hudson Rail Trail with bike trail is ongoing (ALTA consultants engaged) and have begun to reach out to stakeholders
c. MOES is finalizing a contract with UAlbany professor re: an invasive species management plan for the city; coordinating with the Water Board Amy Walsh
d. MOES is finalizing an RFP for trail enhancements 
e. LED streetlight proposal went out and six firms applied. The City is planning to move quickly with this project
f. Rezone project had a meeting with SAC members (Scott Kellogg and Ewa Sobczynska attended) on February 23. Module 2 information is going out to the public
g. MOES is actively looking for a marketing intern
h. MOES has a small budget (under $100) for any incidentals for SAC (printing, administrative needs, etc.)
i. SAC meeting minutes are posted on albanysustainability.org
j. Kate Lawrence informed SAC members that their bios will be shortened for the purpose of the website
6. Sub-committees open to the public: SAC member inquired whether SAC Sub-committees are open to the public. SAC by-laws are superseded by open meeting law (NY State). Sub-committee meetings are not subject to open meeting laws, only SAC meetings are.
7. Presentations – 20 minutes
a. Discussion on possible new Waste Subcommittee. Scott Kellogg discussed the new law passed regarding trash disposal fee for buildings with 2 or more units and indicated that the City is reviewing different options for 2018 and beyond, including pay as you throw system. He suggested that this might be a great opportunity for SAC to be involved in planning and drafting of how such system would look and to see how we can incentivize city residents to reduce waste, including composting. 
b. Joe Coffey informed SAC that there is an ongoing waste management study, which will have a public participation component to it in which SAC can participate. Jill Kasow suggested that SAC should reach out to Frank Zeoli in advance of next meeting to understand better the study timeline. Kate Lawrence was not aware of the study’s timeline and suggested she will reach out to Frank Zeoli’s staff to inquire about the process and the schedule for the study and SAC’s potential participation. Jill Kasow emphasized that SAC should have a role in the solid waste management plan. Scott Kellogg indicated that being involved in the study could be a good first step and to play an advisory role in the process.
c. Discussion on anti-idling rules. Pete Sheehan shared with the SAC the outline of the anti-idling documentary that involved NYC and the proposed law that would allow city residents to film cars while idling (10mins or longer). He emphasized that the City has an anti-idling ordinance but it is not enforced consistently. It was also included in the list of 30 initiatives in the SAC’s first annual report. 
d. SAC members suggested to have a leaflet done that could be handed out to residents and City officials re: the anti-idling ordinance. There was a discussion about potentially including such a leaflet in the Water Board bills. Joe Coffey shared with SAC that during the time of his service in North Carolina, the city used bumper stickers and GPS tracking in Water Department vehicles to track when vehicles were idling and were stunned to find out it was 50/60% of the time (huge opportunity for reduction). Chris Spencer also mentioned a traffic light warrant study to look into idling at traffic lights in Albany. SAC members suggested to work with Bill Trudeau and his department on this issue.
8. New business/Update from Sub-committees
a. Water: Joe Coffey gave an overview of the meetings that took place in November and December (minutes shared on SAC Dropbox). The focus was on the Alcove as the City’s primary watershed and opportunities there to harvest certified biomass products. He informed SAC about the planned project with Nature Conservancy that includes forest management (for 60 years) and exploring of carbon markets. Project is focused on Glenn Falls. Nature Conservancy will do the technical work. The Sub-committee is also looking at the impacts of sea-level rise on Hudson River and 100-year flood plain on the City’s water (including quality). 
b. Build Environment: Shadi Khadivi informed the SAC about the grant application from a "CLG" Certified Local Government grant for the City to design a brochure for developers and contractors on how to enhance energy efficiency while considering our historic building stock. She is working with the City finalizing and sending the grant, which would include in-kind funding from the City and the Sub-committee Chair). She was also approached by NYSERDA, which is interested in participating in this project.  Ideally such a brochure would also be available online and through interactive website (potentially with funding from NYSERDA). 
c. Energy: Pete Sheehan updated the SAC on the Affordable Housing Partnership grant for Sheridan Hollow neighborhood. He is hoping for a press release on the project, to include Mayor’s office, in the Spring. He also informed the SAC about the upcoming hands-on demonstrations in renewable energy technologies at Albany High School and middle schools this Spring, organized by the Sub-Committee.
d. Urban agriculture: Scott Kellogg updated the SAC about the chicken legislation which has been sent to Rezone consultant for review (working with Kate Lawrence). The Sub-committee is in touch with Common Council members to find sponsors for the resolution.
e. Transportation: not present
f. Outreach: Ewa Sobczynska and Lori Quillen informed SAC about the upcoming Neighborhood Association meetings and dates which the Sub-committee is organizing. All SAC members are encouraged to attend. The Sub-committee will be introducing SAC in general as well as the Sub-committees and their priorities and initiatives. Facebook page for SAC is in preparation.  
9. Annual report: Jill Kasow reminded the members that the SAC Annual report will be drafted and submitted by end of June. She will be reaching out to Sub-committee chairs for more information. Ewa Sobczynska suggested to work with the results matrix included in the first report as a tool to see what has been implemented or moved forward. Jill Kasow will be sending a timeline for the report drafting.
10. Next meeting: Shadi Khadivi suggested that SAC reaches out to Mayor and/or her Chief of Staff to see what has been most useful since SAC’s launch. Ewa Sobczynska reminded that one Common Council appointee has still not been appointed. Kate Lawrence will follow up with the Common Council on that.  






Ewa Sobczynska
April 13, 2016
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