[bookmark: _GoBack]Attending: Joe Coffey, Peter Fleischer, Scott Kellogg, Kate Lawrence, Sandy Misiewicz, Lori Quillen (Co-Secretary), Pete Sheehan (Vice-Chair), Ewa Sobczynska (Co-Secretary), and Frank Zeoli

Absent: Jillian Kasow (Chair), Shadi Khadivi, Chris Spencer, Jennifer Viggiani, Kevin Luteran, Randy Milano, and Bill Trudeau 

1. Call to order and roll call, including discussion of reappointments 
a. Reappointment discussion on hold in Jillian Kasow’s absence.
b. Ewa Sobczynska noted we are still missing a Common Council appointee; the vacancy has been open for more than a year.

2. Adoption of February 25, 2016 meeting minutes 
a. Motion to adopt the minutes by Joe Coffey, seconded by Pete Sheehan, adopted. 

3. Public comment period 
a. Christopher Howell, a Hudson Valley Community College student, attended the meeting as coursework for his Introduction to Environmental Studies course. He is interested in learning more about how Albany plans to adopt sustainable practices through civil actions and policy changes. 
i. Kate Lawrence advised Christopher that past meeting minutes were available online.
ii. Pete Sheehan encouraged him to read the annual report.
4. Communications to the SAC 
a. Several members of the SAC participated in the Albany Earth Day Expo on April 17. Coordinator Tina Lieberman sent the SAC a note thanking us for cosponsoring the successful event. 
b. On April 27, Dennis Gaffney invited the SAC to join Mayor Sheehan at a press conference announcing the first major implementation of the Five Cities Energy Plan – energy-efficient upgrades of City lighting. 
c. District 6 County Legislator Samuel Fein, who first interacted with the SAC at the Mansion Neighborhood Association Meeting, wrote regarding concerns about equity and the prevalence of electric heat in Albany’s South End.  He was put in touch with Energy Subcommittee Chair Pete Sheehan and Energy Manager Kevin Luteran. 

5. Open Meetings Law 
a. Adriana Le Blan, lawyer for the City of Albany, provided guidance on subcommittees.
b. Open Meetings Law applies to subcommittees; if minutes are kept they can be requested under the Freedom of Information Law (FOIL). FOIL does not require you to create records, only to submit records kept during the normal course of business.
c. Kate Lawrence noted that voting does not occur at subcommittee meetings, only at full SAC meetings, which are open to the public. 
d. Pete Sheehan suggested making the Energy Subcommittee minutes available on the Mayor’s Office of Sustainability & Energy website. 
e. Peter Fleischer thanked Adrian for the insight and noted that the intent of the SAC is to be as inclusive as possible

6. Mayor’s Office of Sustainability & Energy (MOE&S) activities update
a. Discussed the April 28 press conference on the City’s efforts to adopt high efficiency lighting. Held at Mullens Field, attendees included Mayor Sheehan, Assembly Member Pat Fahy, and New York Power Authority (NYPA) Municipal Program Manager Jesse Scott. Effort highlighted planned upgrades to City-owned parks, fields, 23 municipal buildings, four police stations, and eight fire stations. 
b. Provided an update on efforts to improve energy efficiency in City buildings. Working with the engineering firm Guth DeConzo, preliminary investigation is complete; are now narrowing the scope. Bids are expected for summer, with improvements focusing on the Department of General Services and City Hall, among other buildings. Funding will come from NYPA, state resources, and some City funds. 
c. The street light feasibility study is moving forward. MOE&S is working closely with the Department of General Services and Randy Milano. A bidder has been chosen to conduct a three-month feasibility study looking at what three actions would cost the city, using 20-year projections. They include: (1) business as usual/working with National Grid on new tariffs, (2) purchasing the lights and having the City replace them, and (3) purchasing the lights and having an energy service company replace them.
i. Pete Sheehan raised Energy Subcommittee concerns that the LED lighting be done with ‘Smart LEDs’ – which have capabilities beyond basic lighting and give more centralized control. The subcommittee will be following up with Energy Manager Kevin Luteran.
ii. Kate Lawrence noted the study is primarily looking at which ownership situation is the best. 
iii. Regarding upgrades, Kate Lawrence mentioned they will be tracking energy use within the facilities via an advanced system that will allow in-depth analysis of energy savings as the projects roll out.
d. The City is working with Alta Planning + Design on a feasibility study to construct a multi-use path that will connect bike and walking paths near the Albany waterfront. Kate mentioned that a public meeting was planned for May, which is Bike Month. This feeds into the City’s goals for achieving ‘Complete Streets.’ Funding for the $5 million dollar upgrades happening in Corning Riverfront Park are 10 years old. They focus on increasing access to the park and making entries more apparent and easy to navigate. 
i. Ewa Sobczynska expressed her support that the City was becoming more bike and pedestrian friendly. 
ii. Pete Sheehan requested more advance notice from the Mayor’s Office on sustainability related events so that SAC members can be in attendance. 

7. SAC vote to sponsor EPA’s Greening America’s Cities application 	
a. Kate Lawrence explained the process; a design team presents visions of what ‘greening’ could look like. The program is only open to capital cities. There is value in being part of a national program. MOE&S is interested in applying for greening Clinton Avenue. A design team would investigate things like storm water runoff, protected bike lanes, etc. Entities in the city are sponsoring the effort, with current endorsement from Senator Chuck Schumer, Assembly Member Pat Fahy, Senator Neil Breslin, the Sheridan Hollow Neighborhood Association, and the Capital District Transportation Committee.
b. Ewa Sobczynska moved to sponsor the City’s application to EPA’s Greening America’s Cities grant program, seconded by Peter Fleischer.
c. Pete Sheehan noted that Climate Smart Communities (CSC) Program grants were available for all local governments, to prepare for the effects of climate change.
d. Kate Lawrence mentioned that millions of dollars were available, with monies specifically for electric vehicles, and that the City plans to prepare a number of applications.  The CSC Program wants applicants to have a city-level advisory committee with citizens and city officials – the SAC meets this role for Albany. 

8. Subcommittee Reports
a. Urban Agriculture Subcomittee
i. Chair Scott Kellogg will be reaching out to Vivian Kornegay regarding efforts to reintroduce chicken legalization legislation in the City.
ii. Ewa Sobczynska noted that chickens came up at the Mansion Neighborhood Association Meeting (Vivian Kornegay) and at the joint New Scotland Woodlawn/Helderberg Neighborhood Association Meeting (Judy Doesschate).
iii. Scott Kellogg also noted the need to have ReZone use New York State recommendations (rather than arbitrary numbers) regarding soil contamination. 
b. Transportation Subcommittee
i. Chair Sandy Misiewicz explained that many of the transportation-related items in the SAC annual report were bike-related, already in the works, and not selected by Sandy (leave of absence). Interested in pursuing a broader range of issues that the SAC could have a role in moving forward since there is already so much positive momentum on bike issues in the City.
ii. The subcommittee has been trying to meet with City staff to organize a meeting on biking corridors worthy of treatments.
iii. Once again, the Capital District Transportation Committee co-sponsored ‘Capital Moves’ – the bike to work challenge. 
iv. Discussed Rapid Transit Projects underway at the Harriman Campus and the SUNY Albany Campus, including signal work that gives buses the opportunity to change the lights when certain parameters are met, with transit getting priority.
v. In the process of collecting pedestrian related data to assess sidewalks, curb ramps, etc. 
vi. CDTA released the Capital Region Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Program, which includes planned charging stations. EV is and evolving part of sustainable transportation. 
c. Water Subcommittee
i. Chair Joe Coffey discussed the project at Alcove Reservoir. The Water Department is working with The Nature Conservancy to explore a 60-year agreement to manage the watershed for timber and carbon markets. Will also look at long-term water quality trends as they relate to organic carbon and chlorophyll. 
ii. The goats are returning to manage vegetation at the Alcove site.
iii. The subcommittee will be focusing it’s attention on sea level changes in the Hudson River as a function of climate change, and anticipated impacts to sensitive infrastructure – both water and sewer as well as the Port of Albany.
iv. Kate Lawrence thanked the Water Department for tabling at the Earth Day Expo. 
d. Energy Subcommittee
i. Chair Pete Sheehan outlined the subcommittee’s involvement in a grant project with Albany Affordable Housing. Starting in 2017, they will upgrade 50 homes in Sheridan Hollow with solar/renewable energy. 
ii. The subcommittee is also engaging in outreach to Albany High School students. They will be educating 6-8 classes over several days, with a focus on hand-on exploration of renewable energy. They will bring models of technologies, such as wind power, fuel cell, etc. 
iii. They are also working on anti-idling outreach, and plan to develop a brochure that can be mailed out with water bills. There is an ordinance in place in the City. 
iv. Sandy Misiewicz mentioned that buses are exempt from anti-idling laws. 
e. Outreach Subcommittee
i. Chair Lori Quillen mentioned that the next subcommittee meeting will be on May 11 at 6:30 p.m. at the Bach Branch Library. 
ii. Ewa Sobczynska gave a summary of ongoing outreach efforts at Neighborhood Association Meetings. Spring engagement included: Center Square, Mansion, New Scotland Woodlawn/Helderberg, Sheridan Hollow, and Delaware Neighborhood Associations. A public presentation was also made at the Albany Earth Day Expo.
1. Lessons were learned about messaging and effective community engagement. Overall, process has been encouraging and uplifting. A lot is happening in the City and residents want to have a voice.
2. Among concerns raised: the need for community solar options, equitable heating (not electric), education on single stream recycling, the need for composting, making electronic and hazardous waste recycling accessible to residents without vehicles, sustainability in schools (recycling, waste reduction, energy), and doubts about the fate of recycling in multi-unit apartments.
iii. Lori Quillen and Ewa Sobczynska started a Facebook page called: Sustainable Albany. Its goal is to promote citywide sustainability efforts and foster community engagement. SAC members were encouraged to ‘like’ and ‘share’ the page to increase views. Additional SAC involvement in posting is welcomed. 
iv. Ewa Sobczynska has had conversations with All Over Albany regarding the creation of sustainability-related web content.

9. Earth Day Expo update
a. Lori Quillen noted that many SAC members participated in the well-attended Albany Earth Day Expo. Pete Sheehan (electric car race/energy education), Scott Kellogg (composting/goats), Joe Coffey (Water Department table), Frank Zeoli (single stream recycling exhibit), etc. 
b. Tina Lieberman will not be organizing the event in 2017 and there is the need for new leadership. 

10. Update on solid waste study
a. Frank Zeoli came to the meeting directly from a paper-shredding event. More than 340 cars/vehicles dropped off books and paper, amounting to 3 tons of books and 3 ½ tons of paper. The next paper-shredding event will be on October 14, 2016. 
b. His department gets a lot of questions about solid waste, from the new multi-unit trash fee to what next steps will be when the landfill closes.
c. Any municipality that accepts waste needs a Solid Waste Plan approved by the Department of Environmental Conservation. The City of Albany is the lead agent for the Capital Region Solid Waste Management Partnership Planning Unit, which includes Albany County communities (Berne, Bethlehem, Guilderland, etc.)
d. In 2006-2007, we were looking to expand our landfill. The DEC wanted to modify our plan to include recycling.  A steering committee was required to build a plan for the ‘next 20 years’ – this included involvement from neighborhood associations, the planning unit consortium, and others. Of the 304 constituents contacted for engagement, only 12 regularly sent people. The DEC was involved.
e. Over a 14-month period, the committee heard from a lot of experts, exploring new technology, composting, gasification, waste-to-energy, and more. This is all documented on capitalregionlandfill.com.  A characterization study looked at what is in our waste. Random trucks were dumped on the tipping floor and shoveled to find 20 categories of trash.
f. A new Solid Waste Management Plan was approved in 2012. The document outlines us some of our options, and what is feasible for the entire planning unit. 
g. We are looking at closure of the Rapp Road landfill in 2022. What’s the next step? A transfer station? A new landfill? We know we need to reduce our waste and recycle more. ‘Pay as you throw’ being assessed; the trash fee was the start of a conversation.
h. We will be announcing a pilot program for automated recycling that will reach 2,000 households, allowing them to recycle more using larger 65 gallon containers. Tracking software will see how well we can do this through out the City.  It does require driveways. 
i. It can be hard to find information on recycling on the City’s website, despite a link on the homepage. Albanyrecycling.com is set to be the recycling website for City of Albany, covering everything from the basics to new programs. 
i. Joe Coffey inquired about the recycling rate in the City. What does DGS picks up curb-side? What is the City’s goal? 
ii. Frank Zeoli noted that if you take out yard waste, it’s 10%, but if you include private haulers and other methods of diversion (such as recycled blacktop) we are at 50%. The goal is 60% for all types of diversion programs. We can do it by 2020. 

11. Adjournment at 7:35 p.m.


Lori M. Quillen
June 21, 2016



