
ALBANY COMMON COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 

 
Monday, August 18, 2014 

 
The Common Council was convened at 7:00 p.m. and was called to order by President McLaughlin. 
 
 The roll call being called, the following answered to their names: Council Members Applyrs, Bailey, 
Commisso, Conti, Doesschate, Fahey, Flynn, Golby, Herring, Igoe, Kimbrough, Kornegay, Krasher, O’Brien 
and Robinson. 
 

Also present was the following staff: Nala Woodard, Barbara Samel, Patrick Jordan and Cashawna 
Parker. 

 
Council Member Applyrs led with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

1. Jonathan Capra, 847 New Scotland Avenue, Albany, NY (Police Militization & Police Dispatcher 
raises); 

2. Marlon Anderson, 491 Livingston Avenue, Albany, NY (Port of Albany and Ezra Prentice 
residents/Employment); 

3. Clifton Dixon, 560 N. Pearl Street, Albany, NY (Using Albany Police Department for Albany Housing 
Authority evictions); 

4. Gene Solan, 16 Prospect Terrace, Albany, NY (Flooding from storm); 
5. Vincent Riguso, 13 Beach Avenue, Albany, NY (Casino). 

 
There being no further speakers, the President declared public commend closed. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 
President Pro Tempore Conti made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 7, 2014 and July 21, 2014 
meetings, which was approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF LOCAL LAWS
 
Council Member Krasher introduced Local Law G-2014, which was referred to the Council Operations 
and Ethics Committee: 
 

A LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 34 (DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME) OF THE CODE 
OF THE CITY OF ALBANY 

 
 BE IT ENACTED by the Common Council of the City of Albany as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  Chapter 34 entitled “Daylight Saving Time” is hereby repealed in its entirety and replaced 
with the following: 
 

CHAPTER 34 
PUBLIC RECORDING OF MEETINGS 



 
Section 34-1.  Meetings of Boards, Commissions, Committees. 
 
Meetings of all public bodies subject to the NYS Public Officers Law, Article 7 (commonly referred to as the 
“Open Meetings Law”) shall be tape recorded, except those portions of meeting where the body validly enters 
into executive session.  The tape recording shall be made available to the public and shall be digitally 
preserved for a minimum of five years. 
 
 Section 2.  This local law shall take effect upon final passage, public hearing and filing with the 
Secretary of State. 
 
 
Council Member Fahey asked for passage of LOCAL LAW E-2014 (As Amended) (A LOCAL LAW 
AMENDING THE CODE OF THE CITY OF ALBANY REGARDING THE DEPARTMENT OF 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES), which had been previously introduced and amended: 
 
*Note: Council Members Kornegay, Fahey, Krasher, O’Brien, Commisso, Conti and Doesschate spoke on 
this local law prior to the roll call vote. 
 
The local law FAILED by the following vote of all the Council Members elected voting in favor thereof: 
Affirmative- Bailey, Commisso, Flynn, Kimbrough, Krasher, O’Brien and Robinson 
 
Negative – Applyrs, Conti, Doesschate, Fahey, Golby, Herring, Igoe and Kornegay 
 
Affirmative   7      Negative     8      Abstain       0 
 
The remaining local laws on the pending agenda was held at the request of President Pro Tempore 
Conti. 
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
Public Safety – Chairperson Golby stated that the committee met on August 12, 2014 and August 18, 2014 to 
interview mediator applicants to the Citizen Police Review Board (CPRB). She stated that this will bring the 
CPRB another step closer to the implementation of mediation 
 
General Services, Health and Environment – Chairperson O’Brien stated that the committee met last week 
with Commissioners of the Department of General Services and the Water Department. Both Commissioners 
had budget reports for up until July 2014. The reports should be in Council Members mailboxes. He stated 
that the landfill closure fund had been taken out twice over several months, which brings the amount of the 
fund to $357k. He discussed that he wanted to bring this issue up because the Council is being asked to fund 
raises for communication workers. 
 
Law, Buildings and Code Enforcement – Chairperson Igoe stated that the committee met on August 7, 2014 
to discuss on Ordinance Number 36.51.14 in relation to residential occupancy permits and Ordinance Number 
39.62.14 in relation to registry fees and rehabilitation plans. There were representatives from landlords, 
tenants associations and code enforcement. Council Member Krasher decided to withdraw Ordinance Number 
36.51.14 and Ordinance Number 39.62.14 was held for further discussion.  
 



Planning, Economic Development and Land Use – Chairperson Herring-stated that the committee met on 
August 13, 2014 to interview the final applicant to the IDA/CRC. The committee selected Mr. Schofield, who 
was favorably recommended.  
 
Parks, Recreation and Family Services – Chairperson Fahey stated that the committee would be meeting on 
August 20, 2014 to discuss Ordinance Number 42.81.14 re-establishing a Recreation Planning Commission.. 
She stated that the Human Resources and Human Rights committee would be meeting on August 21, 2014 to 
begin interviewing Human Rights Commission applicants. 
 
Council Operation and Ethics – Chairperson Conti stated that the committee would be meeting on August 
27, 2014 to discuss Local Law G-2104 in relation to public meetings, Resolution Number 27.32.14R in 
relation to the Council rules and procedures and Resolution Number 28.41.14R in relation to appointments of 
the Common Council. 
 
 
CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES 
      
President Pro Tempore Conti asked and received majority consent to add ORDINANCE NUMBER 
43.82.14 to the pending agenda, which was approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Council Member Applyrs introduced ORDINANCE NUMBER 43.82.14 (MC). 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDINANCE 38.52.14 
REGARDING CHAPTER 251 (PARKS AND RECREATION) OF THE CODE OF THE CITY 
OF ALBANY 

 
 The City of Albany, in Common Council convened, does hereby ordain and enact: 
 

Section 1. The effective date of Ordinance Number 38.52.14, passed by the City of Albany Common 
Council on August 4, 2014 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
 Section 2.  This ordinance shall take effect [immediately] January 1, 2015. 
 
 Section 2.  This ordinance shall take effect immediately. 
 
*Note: Council Member O’Brien spoke on this ordinance prior to passage. 
 
President Pro Tempore asked and received unanimous consent to allow for the consideration of 
ORDINANCE NUMBER 43.82.14 (MC), which was approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 
The ordinance passed by the following vote of all the Council Members elected voting in favor thereof: 
Affirmative- Applyrs, Bailey, Commisso, Conti, Doesschate, Fahey, Flynn, Golby, Herring, Igoe, Kimbrough, 
Kornegay, Krasher and Robinson 
 
Present – O’Brien 
 
Affirmative   14      Negative     0      Abstain       1 
 
 
Council Member Krasher withdrew ORDINANCE NUMBER 36.51.14.  



 
 
The remaining ordinances on the agenda were held at the request of President Pro Tempore Conti. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTIONS 
 
Council Member Herring introduced RESOLUTION NUMBER 88.82.14R, asked for passage and a 
roll call vote thereon: 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL CONSENTING TO AN ADJUSTMENT IN 
SALARY FOR THE POSITION OF PLANNING DIRECTOR AND THE ELIMINATION OF 
A SENIOR PLANNER POSITION AND THE CREATION OF A PLANNER POSITION IN 
THE DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING  

 
WHEREAS, Section 604(D)(b) of the Charter of the City of Albany dictates that any salary changes 

that occur in the City of Albany outside of those described in the duly adopted budget must be consented to by 
the Common Council; and 

 
 WHEREAS, it is recognized that the needs of the Department of Development and Planning require an 
adjustment in salary for the position of Planning Director; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is recognized that the needs of the Department require the skills and abilities of a 
position of Planner rather than those of a position of Senior Planner. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Albany consents 
to the increase in budgeted salary for the position of Planning Director and the elimination of one position of 
Senior Planner and the creation of one position of Planner within the Department of Development and 
Planning. 
 
*Note: Council Members Krasher, O’Brien, Fahey, Herring, Commisso, Conti, Golby and President 
McLaughlin spoke on this resolution prior to passage. 
 
The resolution passed by the following vote of all the Council Members elected voting in favor thereof: 
Affirmative- Applyrs, Conti, Doesschate, Fahey, Golby, Herring, Igoe, Kornegay 
 
Negative - Bailey, Commisso, Flynn, Kimbrough, Krasher, O’Brien and Robinson 
 
Affirmative   8      Negative     7      Abstain       0 
 
Resolution Number 88.82.14R was co-sponsored by Council Members Fahey and Golby. 
 
 
President Pro Tempore Conti asked and received majority consent to add Resolution Numbers 
89.82.14R, 90.82.14R and 91.82.14R to the pending agenda and asked that Resolution Number 
91.82.14R (MC) be last order of business, which was approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Council Member Golby introduced RESOLUTION NUMBER 89.82.14R (MC), asked for passage and 
a roll call vote thereon: 
 



RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL APPOINTING MEDIATORS OF THE 
CITIZENS’ POLICE REVIEW BOARD 

 
 RESOLVED, that the following individuals are hereby appointed as mediators of the Citizens’ Police 
Review Board pursuant to Section 42-346 of the Code of the City of Albany: 
 
 Jaclyn A. Brilling 
 Helene G. Goldberger 
 Nancy E. Hoffman 
 Sandra M. Nathan 
 Timothy S. Taylor 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
The resolution passed by the following vote of all the Council Members elected voting in favor thereof: 
Affirmative- Bailey, Commisso, Conti, Doesschate, Fahey, Flynn, Golby, Herring, Igoe, Kimbrough, 
Kornegay, Krasher, O’Brien and Robinson 
 
Affirmative   14      Negative     0      Abstain       0 
 
 
Council Member Herring introduced RESOLUTION NUMBER 90.82.14R(MC), asked for passage and 
a roll call vote thereon: 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL APPOINTING ROBERT T. SCHOFIELD AS 
A MEMBER OF THE CITY OF ALBANY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY AND 
THE CAPITAL RESOURCE CORPORATION 
 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of Sections 856 and 903-a of the General Municipal Law the 
Common Council of the City of Albany has the authority to appoint members of the Industrial Development 
Agency and the Capital Resource Corporation. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Albany, duly 
convened does hereby appoint Robert T. Schofield as a member of the City of Albany Industrial Development 
Agency and the Capital Resource Corporation. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
The resolution passed by the following vote of all the Council Members elected voting in favor thereof: 
Affirmative- Applyrs, Bailey, Commisso, Conti, Doesschate, Fahey, Flynn, Golby, Herring, Igoe, Kimbrough, 
Krasher, O’Brien and Robinson 
 
Present - Kornegay 
 
Affirmative   14      Negative     0      Abstain       0      Present    1 
 
Resolution Number 90.82.14R (MC) was co-sponsored by Council Member Fahey. 
 
 
 



Council Member Bailey moved to amend and as amended RESOLUTION NUMBER 75.62.14R(MC), 
asked for passage and a roll call vote thereon: 
  

RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL IN SUPPORT OF LOCATING A CASINO IN 
THE CITY OF RENSSELAER, NEW YORK 

 
WHEREAS, on November 5, 2013, in a referendum as part of the 2013 General Election, a majority 

of State voters approved the development of seven commercial casinos in the State of New York; and 
 

  WHEREAS, siting for the commercial casinos approved by State voters is now underway across New 
York State. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Albany does 
hereby declare support for the siting of a commercial casino in the City of Rensselaer subject to and 
conditioned on the successful negotiation of (1) an agreement with the City of Rensselaer memorializing its 
commitment to pay to the City of Albany $1 Million per year for at least ten years; and (2) an agreement with 
the Developer regarding mitigation of negative impacts and commitments to facilitate and support positive 
impacts on the City of Albany, including economic development within the City, opportunities for the Albany 
business community, and employment and training of Albany residents. 
 
*Note: Council Members Krasher, O’Brien, Applyrs, Golby, Kornegay, Doesschate, Robinson, Bailey and 
President McLaughlin spoke on this resolution prior to passage. 
 
The resolution passed by the following vote of all the Council Members elected voting in favor thereof: 
Affirmative- Applyrs, Bailey, Commisso, Conti, Flynn, Herring, Igoe, Kimbrough, Kornegay, Krasher, 
O’Brien and Robinson 
 
Negative – Doesschate, Fahey and Golby 
 
Affirmative   12      Negative     3      Abstain       0       
 
Resolution Number 75.62.14R (MC) (As Amended) was co-sponsored by Council Member Robinson. 
 
 
Council Member Krasher withdrew Resolution Number 73.62.14R. 
 
The remaining resolutions on the agenda were held at the request of President Pro Tempore Conti. 
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS AND UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Majority President Herring offered the following, which was approved by unanimous vote:  
  
RESOLVED THAT THE FOLLOWING PERSONS BE AND HEREBY ARE APPOINTED 
COMMISSIONERS OF DEEDS FOR THE CITY OF ALBANY, NEW YORK FOR THE TERM ENDING 
DECEMBER 31, 2014 AND WAIVE THE READING OF THE NAMES: 
 

1. Eric W. Sprague, 607 Elm Avenue, Selkirk, NY 12158 
Mailing address: 6 Lodge Street, Albany, NY 12207 

 



Council Member O’Brien introduced RESOLUTION 91.82.14R(MC) and asked for a voice vote: 
 

RESOLUTION HONORING RAYMOND F. JOYCE, JR. FOR HIS LIFE AS A MILITARY 
VETERAN,  EDUCATOR, PUBLIC OFFICIAL AND DISTINGUISHED  PERSON  IN THE 
CITY OF ALBANY 

 
 WHEREAS, Raymond F. Joyce, Jr. was born in Albany in 1922 and remained a lifelong resident of 
Albany; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Raymond Joyce was a military veteran with five years active duty during World War II 
in Europe.  He served as rifle company commander with the 83rd Division. When hostilities ceased, he was 
assigned as military governor of nine German towns and five displaced persons camps. Decorations include 
two Silver Stars and a Bronze Star and the Combat Infantry Badge. He was very active in Veteran's affairs 
and was past commander of the Albany County American Legion.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, after returning from World War II, Raymond Joyce served as a staff officer of the New 
York State National Guard retiring as colonel; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Raymond Joyce attended Siena College and went to work at his alma mater Christian 
Brothers Academy teaching military science, history and English, where a generation of cadets came to know 
him simply as "Colonel Joyce"; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Raymond Joyce served as Treasurer of the City of Albany for over 13 years and 
Chairman of the City Planning Board for almost 30 years; and 
 

WHEREAS, Raymond Joyce was also a member of the Knights of Columbus, the Albany Elks Lodge, 
the Ancient Order of the Hibernians and the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Joseph E. Zaloga Post. He also served 
as a member of the NYS Military Heritage Museum & Research Center, the City of Albany Tricentennial 
Commission and the Albany-Tula (Russia) Alliance. He was a reliable presence at every Veterans Day and 
Memorial Day parade; and 

 
WHEREAS, Raymond Joyce was a loving father and husband. 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that upon the death of Raymond F. Joyce, Jr. on August 
12, 2014, the Common Council of the City of Albany pauses in its deliberations to recognize the contributions 
of this remarkable person and for his many years of service to veterans, to the City of Albany and to the 
community of the greater Albany area. 
 
The resolution passed by the following voice vote of all the Council Members elected voting in favor 
thereof: Affirmative- Applyrs, Bailey, Commisso, Conti, Doesschate, Fahey, Flynn, Golby, Herring, Igoe, 
Kimbrough, Kornegay, Krasher, O’Brien and Robinson 
 
Affirmative   15      Negative     0      Abstain       0 
 
Resolution Number 91.82.14R (MC) was co-sponsored by Council Members Applyrs, Bailey, Commisso, 
Conti, Doesschate, Fahey, Flynn, Golby, Herring, Igoe, Kimbrough, Kornegay, Krasher and Robinson 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 



President Pro Tempore Conti adjourned in memory of Mr. Joyce 
Council President McLaughlin stated hearing no objections, that the Council was adjourned. 
 
A true record of the Common Council Minutes of August 18th, 2014. 
 
CASHAWNA PARKER 
SENIOR LEGISLATIVE AIDE TO THE 
COMMON COUNCIL 
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